
Doubt and Fear 
 

Fearful reminders are everywhere WE LOOK THESE DAYS 
 

 In the world trade center – 50,000 people were employed there, but only about 2000 were actually 
killed there – that means 96% of the targeted people survived that attack.  A 96% on a test is an “A” 

 In the Pentagon – 23,000 people were the target of the plane aimed at the Pentagon.  A little over 
100 lost their lives there – 99.5% of the targeted people survived the attack. 

 American Airlines Flight 77 that flew into the Pentagon – it could have carried up to 289 people, but 
there were only 64 aboard that morning – the 78% who weren’t there lived. 

 American Airlines Flight 11  -- the first plane to hit the World Trade Center – could have carried up to 
351, but only had 92 – 74% of seats were unfilled. 

 United Airlines Flight 175 – the second flight to hit the World Trade Center – could seat up to 351, but 
only had 65 people on board.  (81% survival rate) 

 f. United Flight 93 that crashed in PA – 289 possible casualties, while only 45 people were on 
board.  (84% survival rate) 

 
Sometimes we think that God isn’t around WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN 

 
**Of the 74,280 Americans who were targeted to die on September 11, 96% 

survived or avoided the attacks.  That’s a higher survival rate than heart disease, 
breast cancer, kidney transplants and liver transplants.  So, you tell me that God 

wasn’t there on September 11! 
 

Fear in Biblical Culture 
 

 Satan often uses the threat or promise of power to tempt GOD'S PEOPLE TO 
SIN, a trick he even used with Jesus. 
 

When you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, drum, and every kind of 
music, you are to fall down and worship the gold statue that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up.  But whoever does not fall 

down and worship will immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire. Daniel 3:5-6 (HCSB) 

 

 Christians are under biblical command to obey the laws of their land—except in situations where human 
laws CHALLENGE GOD’S LAW. 

 
There are some Jews you have appointed to manage the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These 

men have ignored you, the king; they do not serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up. 
Daniel 3:12 (HCSB) 

 

 Christians must stand ready to serve their Lord whether by DOUBT or FEAR. 
 

Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and called: “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
you servants of the Most High God—come out!” So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out of the fire. When the 

satraps, prefects, governors, and the king’s advisers gathered around, they saw that the fire had no effect on the bodies of 
these men: not a hair of their heads was singed, their robes were unaffected, and there was no smell of fire on them. 

Nebuchadnezzar exclaimed, “Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! He sent His angel and rescued His 
servants who trusted in Him. They violated the king’s command and risked their lives rather than serve or worship any god 

except their own God. Therefore I issue a decree that anyone of any people, nation, or language who says anything offensive 
against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego will be torn limb from limb and his house made a garbage dump. FOR 

THERE IS NO OTHER GOD WHO IS ABLE TO DELIVER LIKE THIS.” Then the king rewarded Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in 
the province of Babylon. Daniel 3:26-30 (HCSB) 

 


