
 

 

Doubt and Fear 
FEAR IS THE OPPOSITE OF FAITH! 

 
Faith -- it's not something that you just decide to have one day. 

 
Faith is something that you acquire throughout your life... 

 as YOU see God at work,  
 as YOU experience Him in your life,  
 and YOU see the amazing things He does 

 
A MAN OF FAITH – EVEN HAD FEAR 

 

 ELIJAH was a prophet - a man who could hear God very plainly and communicate 
what God told him to other people.  During Elijah's lifetime, a man named AHAB became the king of Judah.   

 
...he married Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and then proceeded to serve Baal and worship him. He set up 

an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal that he had built in Samaria. Ahab also made an Asherah pole. Ahab did more to provoke 
the Lord God of Israel than all the kings of Israel who were before him. 1 Kings 16:30-33 (HCSB) 

 

 AHAB wasn't such a bad guy on his own, but his wife was another story.  She came from a culture that worshipped the 
Phoenician god Baal, and when she came to Judah, she convinced Ahab to build altars and temples to WORSHIP BAAL 
there also.   

 
Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near me.” So all the people approached him. Then he repaired the Lord’s altar that had 

been torn down: Elijah took 12 stones—according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord 
had come, saying, “Israel will be your name”—  and he built an altar with the stones in the name of Yahweh. Then he made a 

trench around the altar large enough to hold about four gallons. Next, he arranged the wood, cut up the bull, and placed it on the 
wood. He said, “Fill four water pots with water and pour it on the offering to be burned and on the wood.”  Then he said, “A 

second time!” and they did it a second time. And then he said, “A third time!” and they did it a third time. So the water ran all 
around the altar; he even filled the trench with water.  1 Kings 18:30-35 (HCSB) 

 

 When AHAB and ELIJAH got together, Elijah challenged Ahab to gather up all the prophets of Baal, and meet him on Mount 
Carmel for a BIG SHOWDOWN.   

 
He replied, “I have been very zealous for the Lord God of Hosts, but the Israelites have abandoned Your covenant, torn down 

Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are looking for me to take my life.” Then He said, 
“Go out and stand on the mountain in the Lord’s presence.” At that moment, the Lord passed by. A great and mighty wind was 

tearing at the mountains and was shattering cliffs before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an 
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake there was a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And 
after the fire there was a voice, a soft whisper. When Elijah heard [it], he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood 

at the entrance of the cave. Suddenly, a voice came to him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”  
 

 After the showdown, AHAB went back and told sweet little JEZEBEL everything that had happened, and she got pretty 
mad.  She vowed to kill Elijah, no matter what the gods (or God) would do to her in the meantime.  Elijah was AFRAID, and 
so he went and hid in a cave again. 

 

WHERE IS YOUR FAITH – ARE YOU AFRAID? 
 

Faith -- it's not something that you just decide to have one day. 
 

Faith is something that you acquire throughout your life... 

 as YOU see God at work,  
 as YOU experience Him in your life,  

 and YOU see the amazing things He does 


